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Social media infuencers to
mobthf: voters in LS polls

PNS WILUCKNOW
he district

has enllxgd

influencers

awarenessmLuckn
District Election
Magistrate Lucknow; Sur
Gangwar, convened a signi
meetmg with over 50 young
social media influencers to

mobilise voters for the Lok
Sabha elections, schq‘luled

belp k

ignated as ‘Yuva Saathi, will raise
awareness among dxsma
residents about voti
20and eny voter tum
on the polling day. During
meeting, the ict election
officer emphasised the vital
role of voting in democracy
urged participants to not only
exercise their own but
others to do the same.
The DM emphasised the com-
mencement of a large-scale
voter awareness. inthe

district to motivate people to
vote. He assured that

ents are made at
all polling stations con-

h cehof%‘cd that

the DM every
eligible voter 18 by
April 1, 2024,
their names are on thevmer lm

and cast their vote on election
|

day as a civic duty. He provid-

ed instructions for individuals
whose names are not yet on the
voter_list, offering them the

oppo(tnm ty to register until
April 23, 2024, via the ECI web- -

site or voter helpline app using
Form 6. Address changes can
also be made using Form 8. He
underscored the Election
C mslons commitment to
cmfauhﬂm atall
stations, in seat-
F:;lua‘;rangements, %klng
water, toilets, and shelters. He
urged all residents to exercise
their voting rights.
Moreover, the district election
oﬂi distributed slips contain-

mesugetoal.lpama— 'Y

ts,’ aiming to increase the
istrict's voter turnout.
Addif ly, voter awareness
programmes are be con-

ducted daily in stnct
The DM announ
the Lucknow Voter Cup Cricket
Match at KD Sixﬁ ‘Babu’
Stadium. bety e district
administration officials and

social media influencers on
Sunday.

%%o

Chief Electoral
Ofﬁc Navdeep Rinwa
annoum:ed that visually

voters will have the
on o cast their votes using
ummy ballot sheets in Braille

lcnptel during the Lok Sabha
lecti

;’ihese Bﬁe ballot sheets wﬂl

Vi at every

booﬁ.o The serial numbers of
the candidates on the EVMs
will be engraved on the right
side of the blue button. Once

 the candidate list is finalised, it

- will be transcribed into Braille
script on the dummy ballot
sheets. The Braille sheet will
include the ballot unit number,
candidate serial number, can
date name, and m name. If
there are more 15 candi-
dates, separate ballot unit-1

 and ballot unit-2 sheets will be

eets at the polling booth.
r casting their vote, the
ballot sheet will be col-

the presiding officer,

who ill maintain a record of
ters utiiising this facility

wa sai
e Braille dummy ballot

rmat of
m eand;date n
affiliations, and con-

s, names,
tuency details,” he
bo

onic, and social media plat-
1o raise awareness among

s impaired voters about
these facilities.
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FIRs against Brij Bhushan for taking out roadshow sans nod

Arshad Afzaal Khan | Ty

Ayodhya: The Election Commis-
sion of India has issued a noticeto
BJP MP from Kaiserganj and for-

“ mer president of Wrestling Fede-
ration of India (WFI) Brij Bhus-
han Sharan Singhfor organisinga
roadshow without permission, in
Gonda, in violation of the model
codeof conduct.

The SDM of Karnailganj tehsil
issued the notice to Singh, a six-ti-
me MP, on Saturday for taking out
the roadshow without permission

Bn| Bhushan Sharangngh ‘

from the admi.nim;Ltion.

A fleet of about 25-30 SUVsand
four-wheelers were part of the ro-

adshow on Thursday which pas-
sed through Karnailganj, Khargu-
‘pur and Parasrampur s of
| Gonda. These areas come under
- Kaiserganj constituency.
District election officer Neha
| Sharmasaid FIRs have been regis-
tered against Singh in three police
&stanom of Khargupur, nail-
‘ganj and Parasrampur for viola-
ting the model code. Gonda admi-
nistration has also issued show-
causenoticesto SHOs of theseare-
as for not preventing the
roadshow.

No party has so far declared
candidates for Kaiserganj. Inter-
estingly, Singh, who is hopefulof a
BJP ticket from the constituency,
did not use any BJP flag in his ro-
adshow.

Polling in Kaiserganj is sche-
duled on May 20.

Meanwhile, BJP’s Gonda dis-
trict president Amar Kishore Kas-
hyap said the party organization
will campaign for any candidate
who will be fielded and added that
what matters more is the victory
of the party symbol, that is, lotus.

—
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Brij Bhushan

is sitting MP
from Gonda

Brij Bhushan
booked for poll

code violation

Gonda: A case for violation of the
Model Code of Conduct and pro-
hibitory orders was on Saturday
filed against BJP MP from
Kaiserganj and former Wrestling
Federation of India chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh.

District Magistrate Neha
Sharma said the MP visited sev-
eral villagesin the Katra Assembly
segment of his constituency with
aconvoy of about 25-30 vehicles
on Friday without permission. The
in-charge of the flying squad team
filed a case under relevant sec-
tions against Singh, Sharma said.

The DM said restrictions un-
der the CrPC section 144 is in
force inthe districtin view of the
Lok Sabha elections and that the
districtadministration was com-
mitted to complying with the
Model of Conduct. Strict ac-
tion will be taken if anyone vio-
lates it, the official added. Station
in-charge Dinesh Singh said a
case has been registered and the
investigation was handed overto
Sub-Inspector Mrityunjay Singh.

The BJP is yet to declare its
candidate for Kaiserganj seat. PT1 |
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Brij Bhushan booked
for poll code violation

HT Correspondent .
letters@htlive.com 1 ]
GONDA: Still awaiting the party’s
nod to contest the forthcoming
2 election, the sitting BJP MP from
Kaiserganj, Brij Bhushan Sharan
2 Singh, was found to have vio- L .
lated the model code of conduct = BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
(MCC) on y by taking = Singh. FILE
out a roadshow in certain areas
of Gondudistr%twiﬂu*n official | any BJP leader is being used. On
permission. Thursday too, no vehicle in his
As the roadshow covered Kar- ~ carayan was seen carrying the
nailganj, Khagupur and Para-  party flag.
srampur police station areas, Commenting on who the
which are partsof the Kaiserganj  party was likely to pick for Kai-
constituency, FIRs regarding the _ serganj, BJP Gonda district pres-
violation were registered in ident Amar Kishore Kashyap
police stations of all three loca-  said, “Our organisation does not
tions, officials said. see faces. We're not concerned
Also, the district administra- with who will be the candi-
tion hasissued show-cause noti-  date..we work for the ‘lotus’ (the
ces to three station house offi- party’s symbol).”
cers for not acting against the According to sources in the
MP when his roadshow was BIP, the party leadership was
crossing their respective juris- brainstorming over the likely
dictions. implications of fielding Singh,
Confirming the development, ~given the controversies sur-
district election officer Neha rounding him during his tenure
Sharma said two persons, asthe WFI chief.
including Singh, had been The MP is facing allegations of
booked in the FIR. sexual harassment levelled by
While the BJPis yet to declare women wrestlers. The issue
its candidate for Kaiserganj, gained traction after Khaps and
where polling is scheduled on  farmers from Haryana
May 20, the sitting MP and demanded the government take
former Wrestling Federation of  action against Singh. He also has
_India (WFI) chiefhas been busy  a list of other criminal charges,
with his ‘jansampark’ campaign. ~ which include murder and kid-
However, no name or picture of  napping, in Uttar Pradesh.
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Dist u’ail’é innovat'ye
way to encourage

Viﬁ;itors to cast vote

Mohammad.Dilshad | sy 3
@timesgroup.com :
M!ﬂlﬂ,’nlg., ar: As the vi-
sitors flocked to district jail
of Muzaffarnagar to meet

their kin amidst scorching
heaton iday, they were tre-

ated to m
ges being stamped on thef
hands ina bid to encourage

sitors were stamped with
motivational messages. We
urged them not just to vote
but also to become SVEEP

(Systematic Voters ca-
tionand Electoral ipa-
tion Programme) a-
dors and motivate o to
use their right to i

including both personally and on soci.
‘Ekmi Soch’, ‘Vote For  al media, We will continue

India’, 19 April'  the initiative till the district
and “Pehle Matdaan, Phir  goes to polling.” :
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Krishna Chaudhary | 1y as part of a SVEEP initiative
! bythedlsﬂ'lctadnﬂrmtraﬁon
Meerut: The students of the  on Friday,
fine arts department at Mee- Chief development offi-
rut University made a massi-  cer, Nupyr Goel, who was pre-
Ve 5000sq ft rangolj onFriday sentat the event, said, “We ha-
tospread awarenessamong19 Veasimple message; they sho-
lakh voters of the Meerut-Ha. uld not view the voting day as
pur Lok Sabha-oomtituency, a ‘holiday’; they must step out
— _ of their homes and cast their i
votes.”

Dr Alka Tiwarj . °1t '
took four days to the
rangoli. We used fodder over
flower petals because of its
the size. Thousands of sty
dents pass through this area
and we aim to rajse
ness among them which jg
why the university was cho-
senfor the event.”

Y




In the region defined by a strong
Muslim population and existing
communal fault lines, politicians
switch to recall of “exodus”,
“curfew”, “fatwa" and “riots”

qamqamwafﬁm(ﬁﬁmwm)wvéﬂ TS
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Brajendra K Parashar-
bkparashar@htlive com

LUCKNOW: With less than a week to
go for the first phase of Lok Sabha
elections in Uttar Pradesh, conten-
tious issues are coming to the fore-

front of the campaign rhetoric in the
state’s western region, whu:h hasa
significant M\)snm pop g
:emu like “exodus”,
“curfew”, “fatwa” and
“riots” are coming into

play.
Eight of lhg 80 Lok,

Go == 2w, mm‘

like Hindu exodus from manv western
by prolonged curf

o kanwar yatras.
@« Incontrast, the SP-Cong alliance challenging the W-led M)AM
made surprising choices by fielding Hindu Gmld:tﬁ
mnsmuencles dnmlnated by Muslims.

4-APR 204

place of religious fanaticism.

As campalgn heat rises, poll pitch for subtle
polarisation gets intense in west U.P.

“Buy by raking up contentious

the Samajwadi Party for “bowing
before mafia elements” and said his

the BJP tryir
to invoke Hindu fears to drive the
point home that the double engine

them and today some of them are in
jail and some in “hell”. Among these
important , he referred toare
also Atig Ahamad, his brother Ash-
raf and Mukhtar Ansari.

Earlier, addressing a poll rally in
Meeruta few days ago, Yogi asked
people wanted kanwar yatras
or curfews, trying to remind them of
how communal riots would break
out over kanwar yatras in western
UP in the past. The crowd cheered
for him hearing the question.

Addressinga poll rally in Muzaf-
farnagar that witness riots in 2013,
Union home minister Amit Shah

the Hindu exodus from
and other cities before the
BJP came to power in U.P. in 2017,

“Now crlmmals and mafias are

bha
are scheduled for the
first phase voting on
April 19. All these eight

e Congress c:

temples and smglng “Ram Dhun.

in Ayodhya in an apparent bid to

spotted visiting

remarks against the BJP's then PM

not the innocent
people’,” he said even as the crowd
clapped. Similarly, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has often blamed the
Congress and other Opposition par-
ties for creating hurdles in the way of
construction of the grand Ram tem-
plein Ayodhya.

Pawan Sharma, a professor of
political science in the Chaudhary
Charan Singh University, Meerut,

and good law and

seats fall underwestern  rally Hindu voters to its cause. candidate Narendra Modi in 2014,
UPR In contrast, the SP-Congress alli- has been publicly spotted visiting
The BIP israkingup - ance challenging the BJP-led templesand singing “Ram Dhun”.
issues like Hindu exodus  National Democratic Alliancé (NDA) On Friday, while addressing a rally
from many westerr; districts, com-  has made surprising choices by field-  in Deoband town, which has an
munal riots [ollowed ing Hindu in some con- Islamic seminary in Saha-
curfews, t- ! i by Muslims, ranpur, chief minister Yogi Aditya-
ras (religious pnlgﬂmages un such as Meerut and th claimed that ch:
taken by devotees of Lord Shiva) issu- Notabdy, Congress candidate were spread through fatwas from

ance of fatwas and hurdles created in
the construction of the Ram temple

Imran Masood, who had allegedly
made the ial “boti-boti”

Deoband. He accused previous gov-
its of making the seminary a

order were very much important
issues strongly favouring the BJP in
western UP.

development in and bring peace to
the region by dealing a blow to
‘minority appeasement,” he said. *
He said that the Cungress alli-
ance appeared to be fearing polariza-
tion in view of a growing consolida-
tion of Hindus in recent years.
“Since Hindus consolidation has
been seen in recent years, polarised
elections often harm the BJP's oppo-
nents and this explains leaders like
Imran Masood, known for his con-
troversial hate remark against Modi
during Lok Sabha elections 2014, is
now seen talki Hindu-Muslin

harmony,” he said.

Former minister and BJP leader
from western UP Ashok Katariya
denied that the party was making
any bid to polarise polls by raising
controversial issues.

“We are fighting on the develop-
ment plank, but we are also remind-
ing the people of what the situation
was like before 2017 and cautioning

1 to keep the same in mind while
their vote, he said on the
ph%l: roha.
opposlﬁon parties, he all
had done alotof harm to the Hlnd\lshgad
and now when the Hindus are get-
ting united, leaders like Imran Mas-
ood were making temple runs. “But
voters are lmelugem enough to see
through everything,” hesaid.  *




